—ͤ—ñ—j—ẽäͤ OC ——_—— 


On Baptiſm. 


BEING 


THE SUBSTANCE OF 
A DISCOURSE 


| Delivered in the Difſenters' Meeting-Houſe, 


By S. BARNARD, MinisTER or The Gos. 


— — — 


BEVERLEY in YORKSHIRE, || 
| AT THE BAPTISM OF - ll 
The Rev. P. FEisr's CHILD, - | 

On Wedneſday April 1 ith, 1 3 | 


« ONE BAPTISM,” PAUL. 


PUBLISHED AT REQUEST. 
— — — 
M HJ ---4&4 Sz: 
PRINTED BY J. FERR ABT 
FrRICE SIXPENCE, ] | | | 
1 
| 


— — 


* 


_ — — n 2 . * — 
4 — —— " 
——— — 


— 6 —ä—᷑— — „ * 


E ble 4 
936 „ „ * o — 2 
r 
rere ie: 
* — 
1 _ f | 1 
Gad Ans 29/7 . ö 
; g 4 
©. > © p g : ' 4 3 ” 
Via an "® 44. i F 6 NI q 38 ». 1 * 8 
* . ; þ 
di 503 gos ; Wy 
z f Fe , . 5 : - 
„tis Ie er 0) | | 
Cz C3 * re 5 N = * - . \ # * 4 
* * 2 1 
ago 9131. * 23 L v 6 7 KLE 5 
by of : 
_—— | Se.. hw 
-» be / * * g : ; A 
DLAN! vn C413! 
| 2 
* 4 , 
* -4 : — F 
R . To F ( 1 Ar , Cy 5 Z 
$333 10 wa? yo! 4 "2.1 . . Ia. L G « | 
FX Ri \ - BS ; 1 3 7 
De od 03 ano 1 29's 101 Y n $2.5 bt 
Fil V7 CEFITEC 
to 226 od: 1ct ebssd Te&:2n% 9nd A | 
_ : 
1 9nd e 20 19 Dr 
A » Py 7 * 2 or 
4% - 9 
£Hardiut ag: 03 Heq̃tei f 


oN ent on Svaill 1 nein bas e 


2 „ 
10 O8 200 name Nu on 4 11988 


#3 WA 20 „ Aus boroflinimba =c of eon 
>£121718q vas + 199orat & 26 Dein d 54+ 


0 1 | ö N | SS al 
1 bad ow vitubhoon . 1% %% % ter rout 


* 1 „ enn 0 

477 78 + $ 10 7 . t 7 4 nn IE & : 
2 ren * n 
6 54 Xs «2 K I 


9 
$ 
7 
* 


N 


On Baptiſm. 


Mr and BRETHREN, 


AEXXINCE by the particular defire of your 
11 8 N dear Miniſter, I have thus publicly bap- 


Nr tized bis Child; permit me as publicly 


to drop a few thoughts upon the ſub- 
ject; which 1 ſhall endeavour to do with all plain- 
neſs, and without deſigning to give offence to any 
one. 
Baptiſm is a ſubje& about which there has 
been much diſpute in the world, owing I pre- 
ſume (chiefly) to the different views which dif- 
ferent people have, of 
I. The ſubjects to whom, 
II. The manner how ;—And 
III. The purpoſes for which it ought to be ad- 
miniſtered. 
To which three general heads for the fake of 
order, let us a little attend. 
I. With reſpect to the ſubjects. 
Under this head Brethren, I have to inform you, 
that Baptiſm is no Church ordinance ; but an or- 
dinance to be adminiſtered out of, or before the 
ſabje& be admitted as a member of any particu- 
lar Church whatſoever.“ Accordingly we find, it 
* See Dr. Cil's Body of Divinity, Vol. 3, page 311. 
| a 2 : was 


was many days after Saul was baptized, before he 
propoſed to join himſelf to the diſciples and was 
received by them. x 


The ordinance of Baptiſm then appears to be 


a diſpenſation ordinance, + or an ordinance by 


which the ſubjects are ceremonially initiated in- 


to the goſpel diſpenſation, or incorporated a- 


mong that b2dy of people, who are brought to 
profeſs that 7-/izs Chriſt is the Son of God; which 


outwardly diſtinguiſhes them from the body of 
*Zews, who deny that plain fact. Out of this 


body of profeſiing Chriſtians it is, that the va- 


ious particular Churches are collected, which are 
made up of perſons who are judged cer uuf 


properly qualified for the ſame. And in this 


lenſe Baptiſm ſeems to be to us, what Circumci- 
; Hon was to the Jews, viz. a d penjation rite. And if 


Baptiſm be not the initiating rite into the goſpel 


. diſpenſation, we ſhauld be glad to be informed 


what is. Now although children are nat proper 


ſubjects for particular Church-memberſhip, yet 
. ſorely they are as proper ſubjecte of a drſpenſa- 
lion, as were the children of the Jews at eight 
days old. Nor is. the above-mentioned the only 


particular, in which there appears to be an agree- 


ment between Circumciſion and Baptiſm; as will 


appean by thd following remarks.— For was 
Circumciſion by expreſs cOhunand do alſo was 
Baptiſm. Was the ſuhject in Cirrumciſion paſ- 
'fve; ſo be 18 lewis in Baptiſm. Was the 


belief in and 8 of the on o trut —_— ne- 


ff Aa, . 1 —zit- 
tp See Gale s Sermons. Vol, zul, page 282. 
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ceilary for adults before they were circumciſed ? 
ſo is the belief in and profeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt 
being the Son of God neceflary, before adults 
are baptized. But were the Jewiſh children 
initiated into that diſpenſation 077hout a belief in 
and profeſſion of the one true God they were 
and this ſeems to have been the Apoſtle's conduct 
in initiating into the goſpel diſpenſation. * Was 
there nothing in the nature and ſignification of 
the initiating rite of Circumciſion which forbad 
its application to children? there was not; nor 
is there any thing in the nature and ſignifica- 
tion of Baptiſm that forbids its application to 
the like ſubjects, ſeeing that they are not only 
capable of the thing itſelf; but alſo of what is 
ſignified thereby. Was Circumciſion a mark 
or badge of diſtinction among the Jews? it 
was; ſo is Baptiſm among us who profeſs Chriſ- 
tianity. Did Circumciſion give a ceremonial or 
legal right to the paſſover ?. it did; and fo does 
Baptiſm to the Lord's Supper, to ſuch Who 
are .judged otherwiſe -properly qualified for 'the 
fame : but however otherwiſe qualified a man 
may be, he has no ceremonial or legal right to 
that ordinance, till he be baptized in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy" Ghoſt ; ſeeing that 
the Lord's Supper is a Church ordinance, and 
that no unbaptiaed perſon ought to be admitted 
into any particular Church whatſoever, as appears 
from the example of the three thouſand in the 
acts of the Apoſtles; + who were firſt baptized, 
and then added to the Church. — Therefore 


„Adds xvi. 14. 15. + Adds it, 47, 
were 
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wereithe uncircumciſed cut off ? they were, from 
their. people and the privileges of an Iſraelite: 
fo. alſo, are the unbaptized cut off from the body 
of profeſſing Chriſtians and from all Church 


| — — —— Was Circumciſion of ſpi- 


ritual fignification ? it was, ſo alſo is Bap- 
tiſm, and repreſents to us the ſame things. * + 
But ſhould any fay after all, that the Jewiſh 


children were received into that diſpenfation by 


expreſs. command, we grant it; and that com- 
mand being no where in God's word ſuperſeded 
or ſet aſide, is one reaſon why we baptize chil⸗ 
dren; for a law not repealed muſt be ſtill in 
foree, and although the initiating rite into the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation is different, from that of 
the Jewiſh; the ſubjects muſt remain the ſome, 
ſeeing we are no where told to the contrary, Now 
had it been ſaid any where in the New Teſtament, 
that although children were initiated into the fof- 
mer diſpenſation, yet they muſt be left out of the 
preſent diſpenſation, the matter would have been 
clear; but as no intimation thereof is given in 
God's word, we conclude chat God hath' no ſuch 
intention. Ol Bat 
Another argument with which we ſopport le 
right of infant Baptiſm, is the total ſilence of the 
— of God; relative to perſons being baptized 
in adult years, who were born of Buptie ν . 
rents. Now tliat adulte were a "mo wg 


Rom. ii. 29 Cal. i. 12 12. 


Ae: 


x. ad Go ww 


As for dbvidus N the Ps 3 not receive the outward 


te of Crrcumcifon, they were therefore conſidered as circumciſed in the 


Aon, aud parteok of the fame privilrges. 


more 
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more deny than we do that adults were circum- 
ciſed. But then who were their parents ? not bap- 
tized, but unbaptiaed people. And although the 
acts of the Apoſtles contain an hiſtory of upwards 
of thirty years ; yet in all that ſpace of time, there 
is not one perſon recorded, as being baptized in 
adult years, who was born of baptized parents; 
which is a clear proof to us, that the delay of 
infant Baptiſm was not at that time prattiſed, and 
that we have no authority in the word of God for 
baptizing any adults, but thoſe who were born of 
unbaptized parents, or thoſe whoſe Baptiſm has 
been unwarrantably omitted by their parents in 
their infancy, Therefore ſhould any aſk us, why 
we do not practiſe adult Baptiſm, as did the A- 
poſtles? our reply is, we will, when we are ſta= 
tioned as they were, among Jews or Heathens. * 
But another argument with which we ſupport, 
the rite of infant Baptiſm, is from the well known 
caſe of Lydia and her houſehold. + The ſubſtance 
of which is-the Apoſtle preached Lydia heard 
tized and her houſehold, or as the Syriac reads 
Lydia and her children, 1 which reading + beſt 
accounts for the faith of Lydia's houſehold not 
being mentioned in the above cited paſſage. 
But were we even to admit for a moment What 


the Lord opened her heart and the 8 
79 


cannot be proved, viz. that there were no chil. 


dren. in Lydia's| houſehold; the argument would 


then remain the ſame. For ſuppoſe for inſtance, 


our Lord had any where ſaid in his word, where- 


John ix. 22. Acts xvii. 16; 23. / Ade xti. 14, 15. 
| See Burkett and Dr, Guyſe, on the above paſſage, 
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ever you meet with any parents or heads of fa- 
milies, who acknowledge me to be Chrift the 
Soni of God, I command you to baptize them and 
their houſeholds, J ſuppoſe the matter then would 
have been thought deciſive ; and what could we 
have underſtood by ſuch command, but that all 
the family from the parents even to the youngeſt 
child were to be baptized. Well Brethren the 
example in the paſſage which is now under con- 
fideration amounts to the very fame thing ; for 
the Lord opened the heart of Lydia (who was 
the head of a family,) and ſhe was baptized and 
her houſehold likewiſe, of whatſoever age they 
might be, and without any apparent qualification, 
but that of their being branches of her houſehold. 
Tt is in vain therefore for any one to ſay te 
cannot prove that Lydia had any children for e 
do not want to prove that, all that We have to 
prove, is what I think no unpreſudiced perſon 
will deny, viz. that children (here there are 
any) make a part of the houfehold, and When 
this is done, our way is plain before us. And that 
this is the caſe appears very evident I think, not 
only from experience, but likewiſe from the word 
of God. * Therefore Brethren; as children do 
make part of a houſehold, and as (from the A- 
poſtle's example) we are to baptize all the Houſe- 
hold on the profeſſion of the parents or head of 
ſuch houſehold; then it muſt neceſſarily follow 
that either children muſt be baptized or 
as being no part of the houſehold or family* and 
if the Apoſtle did right in baptizing Lydia's 
Gen. xly, 12, 19,xlyi, 3.—1 Tim, iii, 4. 


houſehold 


t © 
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ON BAPTISM. g 
houſchold on her profeſſion of faith only, I have 
done rizht in baptizing this Child, as a branch of 
a houſehold, on the profeſſion of her parents only, 
inaſmuch as I have herein followed a plain ſcrip- 
tural example. But if it be unſcriptural and un- 
warrantable, for a man to exclude his children 
from his houſehold or family, it is equally unſcrip- 
tural and unwarrantable to exclude them from 
Baptiſm. And here Brethren we may fee how 
the Apoſtles underſtood their comm//icn, they 
were to require of adults a profeſſion of their 
faith in Chriſt, before they were initiated by bap- 
tiſm into the golpel diſpenſation, as the caſe 
of Lydia fhows ; but were to baptize or ihitiate 
their families, if not adults, without that profeſ- 
ſion, as appears by the caſe of her houſehold. And 
had we no other example of the caſe of houſe- 
holds in all the New Teitament, Vis is ſufficient to 
juſtify our practice. Simika to this was the prac- 
tice of the Jews of old ; for if adults, they muſt 
profeſs their belief in the one true God, before 
they were initiated into their diſpenſation, by 
the initiating rite of Circumciſion ; but their 
children were ſo initiated without that profeſſi- 
on. Beſide, Brethren, it does not appear to me, 


that it was ever the deſign of God, that the pa- 


rents ſhould be ſubjects of one diſpenſation and 
their children of another, accordingly we find that 
when the adult Jews were broken off for their 
unbelief, or rejection of Chriſt as the Meſſiah, 
their little ones were broken off alſo, or other- 
wiſe the breaking off would have affected the Pa- 
rents, but not their chiluren. So alſo when the 

B aault 
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adult Gentiles were grafted in among God's pro- 
feſſing people, their little ones were. grafted in 
with them, * or elſe the grafting in would be 
leſs extenſive than the breaking off. 

Were human authority admitted to have. any 
weight on this ſubject, we could produce it. 

The learned Wall, who took great pains in 
this enquiry tells us, that “from the Year of our 
Lord 400 to 1150, no ſociety of men in all 
e that period ever pretended to ſay, it was un- 
*« lawful to baptize infants.” 

St. Auſtin, who wrote againſt Pelagious on ori- 
ginal fin about the Year 410, has theſe words, 

© why are infants baptized for the remiſſion of 
« ſin if they have none?” This argument puzzled 
Pelagious, as he did not deny mfant baptiſm ; and 
when he was charged with it he ſaid, © men flan« 
« der me, as if I denied Baptiſm to int. 

St. Ambroſe, who wrote about 274 Years after 
the Apoſtles declares expreſsly, that“ the Bap * 
tiſm of infants was the practice of the Apoſtles 
6  qhemſelves and of the Church till that time.” 

In Cypriar's time about the Year 250, a queſti- 


on was ſtarted by Fidus, whether the Baptiſm of 


infants ſhould not be deferred till the eight day, 
the old time of Circumciſion. Upon which a 
council of fi ixty-ſix Biſhops was called, who ſaid 
it is our, opinion that Baptiſm ought leaſt — 
* all to be refuſed to new-born infants.” _ 
Origen, who was born about the Year, 18- 3> 
within a hundred Years of the Apoſtles them- 
&lves, favs, „ the Baptiſm of children is given 


* Rom. xi. 17—24. '3 
66 ſor 
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* for the remiſſion of ſins.” Now altho' Origen 
as well as St. Auſtin above-mentioned, {poke of 
it as being adminiſtered for a wrong purpoſe, 
(viz. © for the remiſſion of fins”) yet that it was 
at that time in practice is very evident by their 
Joint teſtimony. 

Tertullian, it is true, who lived at the fame 
time, ſpoke againſt infant Baptiſm, having enter- 
tained a notion, that fin committed after Baptiſm, 
was next to, if not altogether unpardonable ; 
therefore he adviſed its delay (unleſs in caſe of 
neceſſity) even till after marriage; which is 2 
fufficient proof that it was then in practice. 

Let us proceed now as was e 

II. To the manner how Baptiſm ought to be 

adminiſtered. | ET, © 

And here Brethren, we are certain that water 
is to be uſed in ſome form or other, * as we are 
alſo, that it is to be adminiſtered in the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. + But then 
what we differ about is, whether the water is to be 
applied to the ſbject, or the /ubjef to the water. 

If we attend to the original word Laptizo, as it 
is explained by ſome, they tell us, that it ſigni- 
hes invariably to dip, plunge, or to waſh; but then 
they will take care to inform us that there is no 
waſhing without dipping : I but if we attend to 
experience and ſcripture, we ſhall ſoon ſee the im- 
propriety of this explanation, and that the word 
baptizo cannot be reſtrained in its ſignification to 
dip or plunge only ; and till that can be done, the 


Acta x. 47. 1 Matt. xxvili. 19. 
1 See Dr, Gill's Body of Divinity, vol, iii. page 33 5+ 


B 2 mode 
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mode of dipping can never be eſtabliſhed, as the 


only mode of baptizing. 


s Firſt, then let us attend to experience, and a 
child. of a moderate capacity will tell us, that 
when Ie-waſhes his ace, he does not dip it in, 
but applies'Water-to it. Aſk the ſame child alſo, 
how his mother waſhes the for of her, houſe, 
and he will be able to inform you, that ſhe does 
not dip it into the water, hut applies the water to 
it. Aſk him moreover how the walls or ceiling of 

a room are white waſhed ; and there is no doubt 
bel he will tell you as before, not by dipping 
them into the liquor, but by applying the liquor 
to them; and by theſe anſwers will prove to you, 
that there i is ſuch a thing as * waſhing. without 
70 dipping : and if it were not fo, the face is A 
part of the body that would /e/{om be waſhed, and 
the for, the walls, or the ceiling of a room, for 
obvious reaſons would never be waſhed at, all. 

But, ſecondly, let us attend to the ſcripture up- 
on this head, and if laptiads mean invariably te 
plunge or dip, either of them may be ſubſtituted 
with equal propriety in its room, without de- 
ſtroying the fenſe of the paſſages of ſcripture 
wherein it occurs; but if this cannot be done, 
it is very evident that the words baptizd, dip 
and plunge, cannot be ſynonymous, or terms of the 
ſame meaning. Therefore in order to make, this 
matter appear as plain as we can, let us attend to 
the following ſcriptures, uſing the word plunge 
inſtead ot baptize c. 

John did Plunge | in the wilderneſs, and preached 
the 2 lun: ging of repentance: for tho of 
: | ins. 
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fins. „I indeed have plunged you with water; 
Hut he ſhall plunge you with the Holy Ghoſt. 
Zut Jeſus faid unto them, ye know not what ye 
aſk ; can ye drink of the cup that I drink ef? 
and bs plunged with the plunging that Fam plung- 
ed with Ve ſhall indeed drink of the cup that 


drink of, and with the plungmg that I am plung- 


ed withal ; ſhall ye be plunged. And he (Paul) 
faid unto them, unto what then were ye plunged ? 
and they faid unto John's bs, Then ſaid 
Paul, John verily plunged with the plunging of re- 
pentance. &c. FG When John had firſt preached 

efore his coming, the plunging of repentance. {| 
For by one ſpirit, are we all p/unged into one bo- 
dy. I For as many of you as have been plunged 
into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. ** And if the 
terms baptizo and plunge be ſynonymous, then 
the doctrine of Bapri/ms, in the Hebrews, may 
be read the doctrine of plungings / / 

But from theſe, and many more paſſages of 
ſcripture that might be produced ; it. evidently 
appears, that the words baptizo and plunge can- 
not be terms of the ſame . and were we 
to ſupply the original word with 4 ? or ſprinkle, the 
fame abſurdities would follow of courſe, From 
whence we may learn, that neither plunge, dip, nor 
Hrintle can be the primary meaning of the term 
+2ptizo ; though either of them may be a mode, 
by which the ſubject * be Hrought into a bap- 
tired ſtate. 


* Mack i. 4. + Mark i. 8. Acts i. 5. t Mark x. 38, 39. 
\ Adds xix. 3, 4. || Acts ii. 24. J 1 Cor. xii, 23. ** Gal. iii. 27. 


Now 
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Now, Brethren you have to obſerve, that 
BAPTISM 1s a general term, which includes divers 
modes of application; and beſides the etymologs- 
cal or grammatical meaning, it has a ſacramental 
meaning, which is generally overlooked by wri- 
ters on this ſubject, 

The 3 meaning of the term Baptiſm 
ſeems to include PURIFICATION, dedication, con- 
Hcration, ſeparation, or initiation, and the like, ac- 
cording to the connexion in which it ſtands. But 
the etymological or grammatical meaning of the 
original word for baptize, is # nn ly to waſh, 
tinge, ſtain, dye, or bring into a ſtate of wetneſs ; and 
in a ſecondary ſenſe, to dip, pour on, or ſprinkle, as 
ſo many modes of bringing about the primary 
deſign. This is proved at large by Mr. Williams, 
in conjunction with many more — the moſt able 
critics, in his Antepoedobapt iſm examined ; to which 
J refer the reader. 

Doctor Owen tells us, that “ no inſtance can 
<« be given in ſcripture, wherein Baptizo doth 
« neceſſarily ſignify either to dip or plunge,” — 
and that .it no where ſignifies to dp, but as a 
* MODE of, and in order to Waſhing, wettmg, 
« or dying.” * 

And even Medley, Stannet, and Dr. Gale, (all 
of them Baptiſt miniſters) ace forced to acknow- 
ledge, that the word Baprizo, does not neceſſarily 
imply a total immerſion or dipping. 

Doctor Gale in his anſwer to Wall, + ſays, 
« the. word Buptizo does not fo neceſſarily ex- 
v preſs the a9 of putting a thing under wa- 

Collection of Sermons and Trags, Page 591. + Page 117. 


ger, 
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* ter, as in general the thing being in that con- 
« dition, no matter how it comes ſo; whether it 
« js put into the water, or the water comes o- 
« yer it.” So that according to this gentleman's 
opinion, Bapti/m may be as well performed by 
applying water to the ſubject, as it can by apply- 
a man wanted to have his body brought into a 
refreſhed flate, this may be done either by ap- 
plying the ed to his mouth, or his mouth to 
the food; though the former ſeems to be the 
moſt natural way of bringing about the 2 
deſign, which is to refreſh his body, fo alſo if a 
perſon want to be brought into a baptized ſtate, 
or a ſtate of legal PURIFICATION, conſecration, 
[cparation, dedication, or initiation; this (as Dr. 
Cale juſtly obſerves) may be done, either by ap- 
plying the ſubject to the water, or the water to 
the ſubject; though the latter (to us) appears 
the moſt natural mode as well as the moſt a- 
greeable to the word of God.* OE IS 
Now if we adhere to the eee mean- 
ing of the word baptizo which is ceremenjally to 
purify, conſecrate, ſeparate, dedicate, or initiate, 
according. to its connexion, we ſhall then have 
decent and proper language all through the Bible. 
Thus for inſtance John ſays, I indeed have 
baptized (that is purified) you with water, but 
he ſhall baptize (or purify) you with the Holy 


Ghoſt. And the Eunuch faid, fee here is wa- 


ter, what doth hinder me to be baprized ? or ce- 
# T.ev, xiy. 7, Num, xif. 11-20. Acts K. 33. 4 Mark i. 3. 


remonially 


ing the /ubjef to the water. Juſt the fame as if 
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remonially devated to God, and initiated into the 
goſpel diſpenſation. | 

fohn anſwered them ſaying, I baptize (that is 
ſeparate 'or ſet apart the people) with water.* 
For by one ſpirit we are all baptized (or initiated) 
into one body. And were all baptized (or ſepa- 
rated unto Moſes, in, or by means of the cloud and 
the ſea. Go ye therefore and teach all nati- 
ons, baptizing them, or ſeparating them from o- 
thers ; dedicating them to me, and initiating them 


into my diſpenſation, by the initiating rite of 


Baptiſm, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized, (that is conſecrated or de- 
voted to me) ſhall-be faved. || | | 

Therefore if we conſider a ſtate of legal puri- 


fication, conſecration, ee dedication, or ini- 
Liation, to be a ſtate o 

"nance is intended, and then confider that the ſub- 
jects may be brought into that ſtate, either by ap- 


Baptiſin, when the ordi- 


plying them to the water, or the water to them; 
the ditficulties and improprieties then vaniſh away. 
But let us proceed now to examine ſome of 


thoſe paſſages of ſcripture which are thought to 
favour the idea of dipping or plunging. We will 


begin with our Lord's baptiſm by John, which 
ſome think to be a very ſtriking proof of adu/t 
baptiſm by plunging. The ſubſtance of the re- 
lation is—Jeſus came to John to be baptized—. 
John modeſtly forbad him—Jeſus faid, ſuffer it to 


be ſo now, for thus it becometh us (Prieſts) to 


* Jchn i. 25. ÞF 1 Cor. xii. 13. f 1 Cor: x. i.. $ Matt, xxviii. 29. 


Merk xvi. 16. 
fulfil 
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fulfil all righteouſneſs. Now in order to under- 
ſtand the true meaning of this part of God's word, 
you have here to conſider, what this 7:g4teouſneſs 
is to which our Lord alludes: and you will find 
at to be the righteouſneſs not of the oral, but of 
the ceremonial law, and eſpecially that part of it, 
which required the prieſt to be irty years of age, 
and that he ſhould be waſhed with water before 
he entered upon that office. + So that the plain 
fact is, when Jeſus began to be about 747rty years 
of age, + and was going to enter upon his puck. 
mimiſiry, and knowing that the ceremonial law 
| required that the prieſt ſhould be waſhed with 
water, he went to John and requeſted of him tc 
perform that ceremony, and upon John's object- 
ing to it, Jeſus ſaid, ſuffer it to be ſo now]; fot 
7 thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs ; 
and if Chriſt did not at this time fulfil this par̃t 
of the ceremonial law; we ſhould be glad to know 
when he did. Beſides we may obſerve here, that 
John's baptiſm was uo Chriſtian ordinance ; ac- 
cordingly we find that there is a diſtinction kept 
up between John's diſciples and the diſciples of 
Chriſt ; & for John's Baptiſm denominated no one 
a diſciple of Chriſt. . 
Again, John's Baptiſm was of ſhort duration 
only; but the Chriſtian Baptiſm is a ſtanding or- 
dinance to the end of the wolfld. And that John's 
Baptiſm was no Chriſtian ordinance appears more. 
over, from the caſe of the twelve diſciples met 
with by Paul, which reads thus. Paul finding 
Matt. bi. 23,15, + Num. iv. 25. Lev, vii. g. 6. 1 Luke it. 23 
§ Matt. ix. 14. 
4 : certain 
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j certain diſciples he ſaid unto them, have ye re- 
i ceived the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed ? and 
5 they (the certain diſciples) ſaid, we have not ſo 
| much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt. 


And he (Paul) ſaid unto them, unto what then 

were ye baptized ? and they (the certain diſci- 

ples) ſaid unto John's Baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, 
John verily baptized with the Baptiſm of repent- 

ance, ſaying unto the people, that they ſhould be- 

lieve on him, which ſhould come after him, that 

is on Chriſt Jeſus. When they (the certain diſ- 
ciples) heard this, they were baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jeſus. From whence it fol- 

lows, that if John's had been a Chriſtian Bap- 

tiim; Paul would never have ſuffered theſe 
twelve diſciples to have been baptized the ſecond 

time; therefore either John's was no Chriſtian 
Baptiſm, or theſe twelve diſciples were Anabap- 
tits ; but if the latter be denied, then the former 
muſt be granted. 

And were we to admit what cannot be proved; 
viz. that John's mode of baptizing was that of 
dip ping, it could be no rule for us in adminiſter- 
ing the Chriſtian Baptiſm, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt; 
therefore could a thouſand examples of John's 
baptizing by immerſion, be produced, they would 
| be of no uſe in eſtabliſhing that mode of bap- 
1 ti ing. 

| But let vs attend now to that remarkable cir- 
- © enmſtance related in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
where we are informed, that they who gladly re- 
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ceived the Apoſtle's word were baptized, and the 
ſame day were added unto them about three thou- 
ſand fouls. Now when I confider that none of 
theſe people knew of their conver/ion when they 
went from home, and that they were not provi- 
ded with proper garments; when I conſider the 
danger of going home in their «vet clothes, and 
the indecency of their being baptized naked, 
men and women together ; when I conſider that 
we are told of but twelve men, to baptize three 
thouſand people ; and that all this was performed 
in one day only, there appears to me not the 
leaſt probability of their being dipped, but that 
the ordinance mult be performed by ſome other 
mode. | 

The next caſe to which I ſhall call your at 
tention is that of Philip and the Eunuch, + 
which is thought by ſome very much to favour 
baptizing by immerſion. In this relation we are 
informed, that they went both of them down iato 
the water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and he 
baptized him. 

Now in the firſt place our brethren mutt 


ſuppoſe that there was a tuthcient depth of water 


for Philip to. dip the Eunuch in, which they 
know nothing about...In the next place they 


ſuppoſe that Philip and the Eunuch went into it, 


for even of this they cannot be certain, ſeeing 
that the particle here rendered into, is in many o- 


tber places rendered to, t and might with equal 


propriety in this. And in the third place they 


ſuppoſe that Philip plunged the Eunuch under 


Acts ii, 41, AM viii. 38. 1 Matt, xvii. 27, Go thou to the ſea, &c. 
C2 Water 
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water ; which they know nothing about, ſince 
the original word cannot be confined to that 
mode of baptizing only. With theſe confiderations 
I conclude then, that no modeſt or conſcientious 
man would venture to fay, that he is certain that 
Philip baptized the Eunuch, by putting him un- 
der water. | | 

But let us attend now to thoſe caſes, wherein 
we are informed of the ordinance being perform- 
ed in different houſes ; ſuch for inſtance, as Saus 
Baptiſm in the houſe of Jugas, * the Diſciple's 
in the houſe of Cornelius, I and the Jailer's in a 
like ſituation. 3 Now before theſe people can be 
baptized by the mode of dipping ; our brethren 
muſt ſippoſe that there was a bath in each of theſe 


| houles, and this the Bille knows nothing about, 


therefore we ought to reject it. And in the next 
place they muſt ſuppoſe alſo that thefe people 
were dipped in theſe baths; but of this no one 
can be certain, unleſs the original word for bap- 
tize could be reſtrained in its ſignification, to that 
mode of baptizing only, which cannot be; ſee- 
ing that it ſignifies in a / ſecondary ſenſe } to pour on, 
and to ſprinkle, as well as to dip; as appears by 
the uſe of the word in the three following paſſa- 
genericripture.  *| 

The Apoſtle tells us that John truly baptized 
with water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt not many days hence. 8 Now the 


way by which this Baptiſm was accompliſhed 


was not by the mode of dipping, but by that of 


Acts ix. 1212, + Acts x. 47. f Acts xvi. 33. F Acts i. 5. 
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pouring on; for on the Gentiles alſo was poured 

out the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. * And yet this 

pouring out is called by the Apoſtle, (was he right 
think you?) baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt. 

But another paſſage in which the original word 

occurs, is recorded by Daniel, who informs us 

that Nebuchadnezzar's body was wer, that is, | 

(according to the Septuagint verſion) baptized | 

with the dew of Heaven. T Now we are ſure 

that the body of the degraded monarch was not 

dipped with the dew of Heaven, but was wer, 

| ſprinkled or baptized, by means of the dew fall- 

F 3h ing upon him.—And another place in which the 

| word makes its appearance, and from which 

place the idea of dipping cannot be gathered is, 

where the Apoſtle fays of the Iſraelites “ they 

were all baptized unto Moſes, in the cloud and 

1 in the ſea. 4 Now we are told in another place 

that they went into the midſt of the ſea upon 

dry ground, and the waters were a wall unto them 

on the right hand, and on the left. & But then 

how it is poſſible for a perſon to be dipped m 

the ſea and yet remain upon dry ground as the 

Iſraelites did, does not lie upon me to ſhow. It 

is in vain for any to ſay, that the ſubjects in the 

foregoing paſſages were © as it were dipped,” for 

that is in fact to acknowledge that they were not 

dipped at all; beſide if the action of dipping did 

| paſs upon theſe ſubjects, what occaſion is there 

tor the words © as it were dipped,” but if it did 

not, the words as it were, will never perform 

that action. From the uſe of the word. then in 


Acts x. 45, + Dan. v. 21. 1 1 Cor. x. 2. 5 Exod, xiv. 22. 
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theſe three paſſages we may learn, that to por 


an, and to ſprinkle, are proper modes of baptiz- 
ing; and although we grant that the ſubject may 
be brought into a baptized ſtate by dipping or 
plunging, yet there is not one paſſage in all the 
word of God, by which it can be proved that 
the ordinance was ever performed by that mode. 
Therefore that ** dipping is the only mode of bap- 
tizing, appears to me to be a ſuppoſition from firſt 
to laſt, and muſt remain ſo, becauſe the original 


Ward, cannot be reſtrained to that mode of bap- 


tizing only. 

There is one more paſſage which is thought 
by ſome to be a very ſtriking proof of baptizing 
by immerſion; I mean, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


of being buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm ; * from 


whence it 1s thought by ſome, that the Apoſtle 
had an alluſion to plunging or dipping as a repre- 
ſentation of the death, burial, and reſurrection of 
Chriſt, though it is evident he had no ſuch. a 
meaning, for the Apoſtle in the above-mentioned 
paſſage, is guarding the Coloſſians againſt the 
judaizing teachers, and ſays, ye are complete in 
Chriſt, in whom alſo ye are circumciſed with 
the Circumciſion made without hands, (manifeſted) 
in putting off the body of the fins of the fleth ; 
by the Circumciſion of Chriſt ; or the Chriſtian 
Circumciſion, which is the Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt.— Buried with him in (this) Baptiſm, 
wherein alſo ye are raiſed with him through the 
faith of the operation of God ; as much as though. 


the Apoſtle had ſaid, as ye are complete in him 


@ Col. ii. 12. 
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as to your pardon and juſtification ; fo alſo are ye 
dead with him, that is as he died for fin, fo are 
you dead 70 ſin. As Chriſt was buried in the ſe- 

ulchre, ſo alſo are you buried from the world 
and the allurements thereof; for as in a burial 
the Prince ſuffers the loſs of a ſubje& and the 
world of a companion; ſo when a finner is dead 
to fin and buried with Chriſt ; Satan the prince 
of this world loſes a ſubject, and carnal men 2 
companion. And as Chriſt roſe from the dead 


the third day, ſo alſo are you riſen with him to 
newnelſs of life, through the faith of the opera- 


tion of God. From hence then it is evident, 


that what the Apoſtle had in view, was to ſhow 
the Coloſſians, not that plungmg was a repreſen- 
tation of the death, burial, and reſurrettion of 
Chriſt ; but that the ſpiritual Circumciſion and the 
ſpiritual Baptiſm were one and the ſame thing ; 
and that a death unto fin, and riſing to newneſs of 


life, were the immediate effect of both, for if he 


were ſpeaking of a Circumciſion made without 
hands ; fo he was alſo of a Baptiſm made with- 
out hands, and thus they pofleſſed ſpiritually, 
what the /iteral Circumciſion and the literal Bap: 
ti/m repreſented to them. 
But let us attend or. 

III. To the purpoſes for which Baptiſm ought 
to be adminiſtered. 

Here Brethren I muſt inform you, that it 


ought not to be adminiſtered as ſome have un- 


warrantably aſſerted, for the forgiveneſs of fins. * 


The Scripture ſhews us, that Chriſt inſtituted Baptiſm for the remiſſiun of 
fins,——Dr. Gale's Sermons, vol. 2d, page 195. | 


becauſe 
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becauſe we are exprelsly told by the Apoſtle John, 
that the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from a/l in, * 
and if the blood of Chriſt cleanſe from all iin, 
the water can cleanſe from none, therefore if a 
perſon go into the water with the guilt of his 
fins upon his conſcience, he will come out in 
the ſame condition, for all that the water can do 
towards removing that guilt. Beſide whoever 
they are that maintain Baptiſm to be in any ſenſe 
neceſſary to ſalvation, act not only an inconſiſtent, 
but alſo a very cruel part, in refuſing to admini- 
{ter it to children ; becauſe were their ſentiments 
right, all ſuch unbaptized children muſt be ex- 
cluded from Heaven. $ 

Again, Baptiſm ought not to be adminiſtered in 
order to obtain eternal happineſs, and although it 
has been ſuggeſted that no one has a right to ex- 
pet Heaven without water Baptiſm ;\ yet we 
ſhould do well to remember, that although the 
thiet upon the croſs never had that ordinance ad- 
miniſtered to him at all, our Lord ſaid unto him, 
this day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. + 

Nor ought it to be adminiſtered in order to 
obtain peace of conſcience thereby ; becauſe that 
is obtained in a way of believing any. } But what 
then ſay you, ought Baptiſm to be adminiſter- 
ed for? I anſwer | 
| Baptiſm is an ordinance of the goſpel, in which 
the fubject is externally ſeparated from the un- 
baptized Jews or Heathens, and ſolemnly dedi- 
cated to God, by the application of water to his 


* John i. 7. 4 Luke xxiii. 43. 1 Rom. xv. 13. 


Our Lord makes this ordinance neceſſary to our entering into the kingdom 
| G- M Lean's Chrit's comuiſſion, page 132. 
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dody, in the name of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; for the purpoſe of initiating 
him into the goſpel diſpenſation, and of giving him a 
ceremonial or legal right to all the external pri- 
vileges of the ſame. _— 

This ordinance of Baptiſm is moreover, of /p:- 
ritual fignification as before obſerved ; and points 
out the neceſſity and nature of the work of the 
ſpirit in the heart; whoſe influence or operati- 
ons may be compared to water, for its cooling, 
cleanſing, purifying and refreſhing nature, there- 
fore ſaid our Lord to Nicodemus, except a mai 
be born of water and of the ſpirit, that is, except 
the ſpirit of God operate upon his ſoul as water 
does upon the body, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. * ; CEE 

From what has been ſaid then it appears that 
children are proper ſubjects of the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion, and have a right to Baptiſm, which is the 
initiating rite into that diſpenſation; and that 
there is not any thing in the nature or ſignifi- 
cation thereof, which forbids its application to 
them.— That dipping or plunging is not the only 
mode of baptizing, ſeeing that the original word 
for Baptize, cannot be reſtrained in its ſignification 
to that mode only, which is manifeſt from the im- 
proprieties which ariſe from ſubſtituting the word 
plunge, inſtead of baptize. 1 

It appears moreover that the /acramenta/ mean- 
ing of the original word for Baptize is to purify, 
conſecrate, ſeparate, dedicate, or initiate, according 

® John ii. 5. 
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to its connexion ; and that the efymological or 
i grammatical meaning thereof is primarily to waſh, 
tinge, ſtain, aye, or bring into a ſtate of wetneſs ; 

[ and in a ſecondary ſenſe to dip, pour on, or to fprin- 
ll Rle ;-as 10 many modes of bringing about the pri- 
| mary intention or deſign : therefore Baptiſm is as 
well pertormed by applying water to the ſubject, 
as it is by a *pp1ying the ſubject to the water, as 
Dr. Gale juſtly obſerves. And the quantity of 
water to be uſed in this ſacrament, is no more eſ- 
ſential, than the quantity of bread or wine is in 
that of the Lord's ſupper. 

It appears alſo, that the purpoſe for which 
Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtered, is not to ob- 
tain pardon of ſin, peace of conſcience, nor eternal 
happineſs ; but to initiate the ſubjects into the 
goſpel diſpenſation, and to give them a ceremonial 
[ or /egal right to all the external privileges of the 
il lame. It moreover points out to us, the neceſſity 
| and nature of the ſpirit's influence on the heart, 
which may be compared to water for its cooling, J 
purifying and refreſhing nature. 


Tus ADDRESS To TAE PARENTS. 


You my dear Brother, and your Partner in life, 
| appear now in the important Character of PA- 
| RENTS. May God help you to ſupport that Cha- 
ö racter with that conſiſtency, which has hitherto 
marked your conduct in every other relation. For 


although Parents have to conſider their children 
as 
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as an addition to their Sings, yet they ſhould 
remember alſo that they are an addition to their 
duties, as well as to their cares and anxreties in 
life. * 
You look upon this your dear Babe, and while 


you are looking, you acquire a new ſet of feelings, 


which are known to none, except to thoſe who 
like yourſelves ſtand in the relation of Parents. 

You ſee her helpleſs ſtate in which ſhe is born, 
which perhaps reminds you of what you once 
were, as well as of that hand which has kindly 
brought you to the preſent moment, and into 
that relation in which you now ſtand to her. 

You are well acquainted with the ſnares of the 
world into which ſhe is brought, and no doubt 
but you feel the importance of committing her 
betimes into the hands of the Parent of the Uni- 
verſe, of dedicating her to him, and initiating her 
Into the goſpel diſpenſation, by the initiating rite 
of Baptiſm ; and by which ſhe is outwardly diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the offspring of profeſſed Jews 
or Heathens, and incorporated among thoſe whe 
profeſs the Chriſtian Religion. 

Should the Lord be pleaſed to exerciſe her 
with ſevere affliction, may you view the dear lit- 
tle ſufferer with chriſtian compoſure, and ſhould 
he think proper to take her away from you by 
death; may you be enabled to reſign her in the 
language of Fob ; the Lord gave, the Lord hath 
taken away; bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 

Sure I am, that you my dear Friends, whom I 
am now addreſſing, will not think that the whole 
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of your duty is diſcharged towards this your dea, 
Babe, in thus dedicating her to God, and initiat- 
ing her into the 89 ſpel diſpenſation ; but (ſhould 
her life be ſpared) you will teach her the pi inci- 
ples of that religion, which you yourſelves enjoy 
the comforts of. 

You will endeavour to impreſs her young and 
tender mind with a ſenſe of GOD, of CHRIST, 
and of ETERNITY, and to check betimes thoſe 
irregular paſhons which you may diſcover in her, 
and which are the offspring of a corrupt nature; 
and with a ſuitable mixture. of authority and ten- 
derneſs, endeavour to lead her into the paths of 
religious duty, and to convince her that the wel- 
fare of her ſoul, is the main thing which'you have 
in view. 

Be frequently, my dear F riends, ſetting forth in. 
her hearing man's fallen ſtate in Adam, by whoſe 
offence judgment came upon all men to condemn- 
ation, through the unputation of that offence to 
them. 

At all convenient ſeaſons, ſpeak t to her upon the 
corruption of nature, which is derived from a fal- 
len head, and endeavour to convince her, that 
the, heart, is deceitful above all things and deſpe- 
rately wicked, that every imagination of the 
thoughts thereof is only evil continually, that out 
of it proceeds every ſpecies of fin, which ſhe may 
hereafter commit; "that the leaſt deviation from 
the /piritual, as well as the /iteral meaning of the 
law. of God is fin, and that every tranſgreſſor of 
that law is in God's word pronounced accurſed, 


for 


* 
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for curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things, which are written in the book of the law 
to do them, * | | 

Point out to her, moreover, man's utter inabi- 
lity to help or deliver himſelf, out of that finful 
and miſerable ſtate into which he is fallen, know- 
ing that no man can deliver his own foul ; and as 
the Ethiopian cannot change his ſkin, nor the 
Leopard his ſpots, ſo neither can he who is ac- 
cuſtomed to do evil, (of himſelf) learn to do good; 
therefore they who are in the fleſh, or in a ſtate 
of nature, cannot pleaſe Gad ; inaſmuch as men 
by nature are without God, and without hope in 
the world, without Chriſt, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, that they are ſenſual 
having not the ſpirit, and deſtitute of that faith 

which he alone can produce, and without which 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 

But having endeavoured to make her ſenſible 
of her ſinful, miſerable and helpleſs ſtate ; you 
will find it neceſſary moreover, to make known to 
her man's recovery by Jeſus Chriſt ; which ſubject 
I] doubt not, but you will enter upon with plea- 
ſure, and ſpeak of it in a manner ſuitable to her 
young and tender mind. 

Endeavour to ſhew her as early as you can, 
that as by Adam's diſobedience all that are in union 
with him, are made finners ; fo alſo by Chriſt's 
obedience all that are in union with him, are made 
righteous before God, through the imputation of 
his righteouſneſs to them. + And that as fin do- 


* Gal, ui. 10. 1 Rom, v. 19. and iv. 6. 


ſerves 


ſerves puniſhment, Chriſt became the ſurety of 
his people, had their fins laid upon him, and bore 
them as well as the puniſhment thereof, in his 
l own body upon the tree: and ſo made peace (on 
jt God's part) by the blood of his croſs ; whoſe 
| blood cleanſeth his people from all fin, and whoſe 
lf righteouſneſs, {confifting of his active and pa/- 
ql fee obedience,) is the ſole matter of their juſtifi- 
| - cation before God; ſeparate from any thing 
which is wrought 


n them, or done by them ; 
for we are juſtified freely by his grace through 

| the redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus.* 

f1 But above all, labour to convince her of her 

i unfitneſs for Heaven while in an unrenewed ſtate, 
informing her, that water Baptiſm did not rege- 
nerate her, as is by ſome ſuppoſed ; but that 
ſhe was thereby only ceremonially devoted to 
God, initiated into the goſpel diſpenſation, and * 
entitled to all the external privileges of the ſame. 
Tell her alſo that Baptiſin is of ſpiritual ſig- 
nification; and that it points out the neceſſty 

and nature of the ſpirit's influence upon the heart, g 
Whoſe office it is to quicken the ſinner; for ſays 

the Apoſtle, you hath he guickened, who weile 

dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. Tell her moreover that 

[! it is his office to convince of /in, righteouſneſs 

| and judgment, of original and actual fin, of ſinful 

N words, thoughts and actions; of the inſufficiency 

| of our righteouſneſs to juſtify us and to appear in 
before God; and of the all- ſufficiency of CHriſt's 
righteouſneſs for thoſe purpoſes ; and that there 


* Rom, iii. 24. 


will. 
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will be a judgment at which ſhe muſt be preſent, 


for God hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in 2 in which day 
we muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt. Let her know alſo, that as it is the office 
of the ſpirit to quicken and to convince his people, 
ſo alſo it is his office to lead and to guide them 
into all truth; to regenerate or ſanctify their ſouls; 
to make them meet for communion with God 
and Saints here, and for the inheritance of the 
Saints in light hereafter : as well as to take of the 
things which relate to Chriſt, and ſhow to them 
their intereſt therein, and to bare witneſs with 
their ſpirits, that they are the children of God, 
enabling them to claim their privilege by cry- 
ing, Abba Father. | | 

Endeavour to guard her mind againſt reſting 
in a form of godlineſs, while ſhe is deſtitute of 
the power thereof; and to make her ſenſible of 
the difference that ſubſiſts between the doctrine 
of ju/tification and the doctrine of ſanciiſication; or 
in other words, between the work of Chriſt with- 
ot her, and the work of the ſpirit within her; 
for blending theſe together, can never fail of 
introducing error, corrupting her judgment, and 
confuſing her mind; therefore as they are diſtinct 
things, and for diſtinct purpoſes ; ſpeak of them to 
her in a diſtinct manner. 

There are other diſtinctions which you will 
find it neceſſary to make to her in the courſe of 
inſtructing her, in order that ſhe may ſee the 
conſiſtency of the word of God, and in order that 

her 
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her young and tender mind may be fortified with 
truth, and 3 againſt unſound notions in 
religion. 

Theſe things, my. dear Friends, I conceive to be 
a part of your duty ; for although you cannot give 
your child grace, you may communicate inſtruc- 
tion. And for your encouragement in the conſtant 
diſcharge of this your duty, remember it is ſaid by 
Solomon train up a child in the way he ſhould 
go, and then he is old, he will not depart from 
4. 

Now, in the NAME of my er Friends 
the Parents, and in the NAME of this dear Babe 


who is unable to ſpeak for herſelf; I aſk the u- 
nited PRAYERS of all this ASS EM BLV, that 


their efforts and inſtructions may not be in vain; 


